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Dear Robert, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 10 May, on behalf of Reading Reform Foundation UK regarding 
the teaching of reading skills in schools across Wales.  
 
Reading is fundamental to just about every aspect of life from school to the home and to the world 
of work. Reading is beneficial for children’s mental health and well-being, and can open 
doors to talking about difficult subjects. It is vital therefore that all our learners develop high 
level reading skills during their time at school.  
 
Improving literacy skills for our learners is a key priority at the heart of the education system 
in Wales. The Welsh Government first published the National Literacy and Numeracy 
Programme in 2012 to provide a strategic approach to improving literacy standards in 
schools. It brought together a range of key policies including the Literacy and Numeracy 
Framework (LNF) and the national reading and numeracy tests. The national tests were 
introduced on a statutory basis in 2013, to assess the skills set out in the LNF. Here 
standardised scores were made available so that schools had an understanding of the 
performance of each learner compared to other learners in Wales in their curriculum year 
group.  
 
In 2016 the National Literacy and Numeracy Programme – a strategic action plan, set out 
our vision for literacy and numeracy as we moved towards the new curriculum. Its main 
priorities are ensuring progression in literacy and numeracy for all, supporting all teachers 
and practitioners to be excellent teachers of literacy and numeracy, and developing literacy 
and numeracy for life.  
 
In 2018, we started to phase in online ‘personalised’ assessments, with reading in Welsh 

and English being introduced in 2019/20. These online assessments provide information 

direct to schools to support teaching and learning which includes immediate feedback on 

skills and charts that show individual progress over time. Schools in Wales therefore have 

access to a source of information, from the personalised assessments and the assessment 

based on individual learner progression set out in the LNF, which enables schools to 

determine their learners’ reading skills, and describe and plan their learners’ next steps for 

development.   
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In the new curriculum, learners’ competence in literacy continues to be a priority, with literacy 
being one of three mandatory cross-curricular skills. Literacy skills are explicitly taught in the 
Languages, Literacy and Communication area of learning and experience. This area of 
learning recognises phonological and phonemic awareness as important cognitive skills in 
learning to read. It states that schools should put in place a clear procedure for, and place 
emphasis on, the systematic development of learners’ phonological and phonemic 
awareness. When appropriate for a learner, the teaching of phonics should be systematic 
and consistent, and take place with other language activities, which promote vocabulary 
building and comprehension. 
 
This area of learning also recognises that at the earliest stages, learning to read is 
dependent upon the spoken language that learners have, and that developing good listening 
and speaking skills are therefore vital to success in learning to read. It recognises that 
learners will have different starting points and experiences, and that schools will need to 
make informed decisions about how they help their learners to become successful readers.  
Further, it recognises that learners should gain early reading skills within a rich language 
environment, where activities are meaningful, imaginative and varied. These activities 
should foster learners’ interest in reading for enjoyment, for imaginative purposes, for 
learning and for life.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jeremy Miles AS/MS 
Gweinidog y Gymraeg ac Addysg  

Minister for Education and Welsh Language 
 
 
 
 


